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rejected; it would mean a spiritual loss to the world.
If the Jews gave up their distmctiveness, allowing
themselves to be completely absorbed,, their diffi-
culties would come to an end. When the lion and
the lamb He down together there is certain to be peace
if the lamb is inside the lion! With no Jews in the
world, there would be no anti-Semitism* But also
there would be no Jewish contribution to the world.
Some may question whether the Jews have a distinc-
tive contribution to the world; but the Jews them-
selves may not question it* They may be uncertain
how that contribution is to be defined, but they are
certain there is one.

It would obviously be lost through absorption.
For we cannot attach any weight to the view sometimes
expressed that by allowing themselves to be absorbed,
the Jews would enrich the life of their environment
with their racial qualities. That is an argument
sometimes heard in support of intermarriage. But it
assumes the existence of a racial distinctiveness among
the Jews that infuses particular biological excellencies
into their blood^ which could be transfused to others.
Special experience^ as we have seen in an earlier
chapter, have given the Jews who have passed through
them special qualities^ which, however* do not show
any power to outlive for any length of time the